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Home to Microsoft's most loyal and emastious fans, Windows Central is the next generation destination for news, reviews, tips, and recommendations to buy ecosystems, products, and accessories for Windows, PC, and Xbox. Advertising, sponsorships, licensing, reprints, and permissions If you are interested in sponsorship or advertising opportunities in
Windows Central, fill out this short form. To reprint and license logos, please contact our licensing team licensing@futurenet.com. Windows Central team Zac Bowden, senior editor Source: Windows Central Zac joined the Windows Central team in 2016 and its primary goal is to bring you exclusive coverage to the world of Windows on PCs, tablets and
more. He began writing about leaked Windows 8s being built back in 2011, eventually leading to the creation of a popular Build Walkthrough video series on YouTube that delved deep into upcoming features that Microsoft has yet to announce. He is also an avid collector of rare devices, as well as unreleased or canceled prototype devices from Microsoft.
He's one of the few people in the world who owns a Surface desk in his home, uses a Surface Mini to take notes, and at one point even used Lumia McLaren and Microsoft Band 3 as his daytime phone and smartwatch. Matt Brown, staff writer Source: Windows Central Matt began his time at Mobile Nations in 2016, further scaling windows central coverage
on Xbox One and Windows PCs. It is dedicated to written features, how-tos and other game coverages, delving deeper into Microsoft's Xbox platform, along with supporting software and accessories. And from the background of art and graphic design, Matt finds the creative side of any project. While far from writing, Matt is summing up the latest releases of
the game or exploring the creative side of art and music. Born and raised in the UK and naturally a tea lover, he now lives in London. Read: Matt's Twitter posts: @mattjbrown Email: matt.brown@futurenet.com Jez Corden, Xbox editor Source: Windows Central Jez joined Windows Central in 2015 as we sought to further expand our Xbox offerings. A keen
user of Lumia and Surface, Jez discovered through Xbox the benefits of the Microsoft ecosystem, which gradually moved into convergence under the Windows 10 Universal Windows platform. When Jez doesn't write about games, he most likely plays them on xbox. His favorite Xbox franchises include Mass Effect, The Witcher, Warcraft, Resident Evil,
Battlefield and Deus Ex, with a side order of Overwatch. Say hello to Jez on Xbox Live: Jez. Read: Creepy Posts Twitter: @JezCorden Email: jez.corden@futurenet.com Richard Devine, Review Editor Source: Windows Central Richard first joined Mobile Nations back in 2011, responding to an ad on Twitter by Android Central looking for another Brit to add to
the ranks. Having worked all mobile objects at some point in the years since, has found a home on Windows Central taking in all kinds of hardware and Richard comes from one real Lincoln (no, not Nebraska), and he never really moved away. Away from the day job, he enjoys yelling at complete strangers on Xbox Live, flying drones and will one day find
enough money to race again. Rich Edmonds, staff reviewer Source: Windows Central Rich first started at Mobile Nations in 2010 after effectively stifing executive editor Dan Rubin via email. Growing with Windows Central as the website eventually became what it is today, Rich now creates content that covers all things PC – whether it's games, hardware,
water cool or software. Prior to joining the squad, Rich was with a London-based SEO agency. There, he was tasked with tampering with office computers and servers, visiting data centers to check the company's hardware attached to the online world, and ensuring consultants had adequate access to the data before signing in to clients. Growing up in a
military household, Rich moved around the world in the early stages of his life, but now travels far and wide in games and online. After building his first computer at the age of 13, he continues to develop his skills in the hope that cyborgs will eventually become a reality. Sean Endicott, news writer Source: Windows Central Sean began contributing to Windows
Central in 2017 and became an official part of the team after just a few months. Today it focuses on all the news in the world of Microsoft. If it starts Windows 10, microsoft makes it, or affects our audience, it's on it, along with the rest of the news team. Sean also runs our Oculus Quest coverage and reviews Windows 10 apps. When he's not covering the
news or writing about the latest technology, Sean is an avid fan of American football. He coaches a team in Nottingham, England, and even uses Microsoft Teams to share his playbook and study game films. Mauro Huculak, contributing a how-to writer Source: Windows Central Mauro's primary focus is to write comprehensive how-tos to help users get the
most out of Windows 10 and its many related technologies. He's been writing for Windows Central since 2015. He has an IT background and is a recognized member of Microsoft's MVP community. When Mauro doesn't type a new tutorial, he's always trying to learn something new so he can share it with you. Read: Mauro Posts Twitter: @pureinfotech
Email: mauro@mobilenations.com Cale Hunt, Staff Writer Source: Windows Central Cale Joined Windows Central in 2016. Since then, hardware has been piling up behind it, and there's no shortage of exciting new technology to test and disassemble. When he's not writing, Cale enjoys messing with the computer (and, of course, playing), reading, playing
guitar and drinking coffee. Some of these hobbies are passed on when it's not winter, but not all. For those sweet three months of Canadian summer, it's all about music festivals, cottages and terraces. Read: Cale's Instagram Posts: E cale.hunt@futurenet.com: Daniel Rubino, Executive Editor Source: Windows Central Daniel Rubino has been writing about
Microsoft since 2007, back when the site was first launched under the WMExperts banner. In 2010, he took over as editor-in-chief. His responsibilities include staff management, content routing, YouTube personality, chief reviewer, editorial and podcast co-host. Prior to working at Windows Central, Daniel was a polysomnographer at Weill-Cornell School of
Medicine and NY Presbyrtiaran in New York City, a cinema projectionist for 17 years, a Connecticut Emergency Medical Technician, and studied for a Doctorate in Linguistics in Language Neurology. He studied at Sienna College, university of Connecticut, Boston University, and CUNY Graduate Center with degrees in political science and linguistics. After
living in New York's Long Island for 13 years, Daniel is currently staying in Worcester, Mass. Al Sacco, editor-in-chief Source: Windows Central Al Sacco manages writing and editing teams and all editorial operations for Windows Central, ensuring that the content train runs consistently and on time, and always ensuring high-quality standards. Before joining
Windows Central in 2017, Al covered business IT and mobile technologies for IDG, CIO Magazine and CIO.com, working his way up from editorial assistant to editor-in-chief over 13 years with the company. He is passionate about reading and writing, having a drink (coffee and Belgian lambic) and the Red Sox. He lives in Boston. Dan Thorp-Lancaster, news
editor Source: Windows Central Day joined the Mobile Nations family in 2014 as part of the newsroom team, covering all things printable about Google, Microsoft and Apple. Dan took the lead news role for Windows Central in 2016 and has been blogging exclusively on Windows, Xbox and the wider Microsoft ecosystem ever since. Before joining Mobile
Nations and Windows Central, Dan cut his teeth at Illinois State University. He graduated in 2013. Dan grew up in a small town in central Illinois and was hooked on technology at an early age after first having tasted computing from an old Windows 3.1 machine. Dan currently lives in eastern Iowa, but hopes to exit the Midwest these days. The future PLC
Windows Central is part of future PLC, which also includes Android Central, iMore, CordCutters and TechnoBuffalo communities. Every year, this network of websites reaches more than 500 million consumers, with over five million subscribers and followers, and every month we see 500,000 user engagements. Executive Team Product is led by Tom
Kaminski, Development Director We Can Earn Commission to Buy using our connections. learn more. Updated November 3, 2020 whether you're using your Mac for work or just for your personal You've probably wondered how to improve your productivity. There are only so many hours of the day, and so much mental stamina you can jump before it runs
out. There are dozens of tricks you can use to improve your own productivity and appearance, but if you're looking for a more objective, comprehensive fix, it's best to equip your Mac with productivity apps designed to help you do more in less time. This lifehack exclusive list has some of the best productivity apps to help you feel less tired, improve your
energy and ultimately help you do more every day. What makes the best productivity apps? In addition to productivity advice, there are dozens of productivity apps. With this in mind, here are some of the fundamental aspects of the ideal productivity applications that formed this list. Unobtrusive — You want the productivity app to weav seamlessly into your
workflow and not cause disruption. From using the app to the overall screen, this shouldn't cause any interruptions. Good interface – Again, you want to be able to easily use these applications and have them used. The easier you get around these apps, the better. Fair prices - Many of them have free trials that give you a good chance to test before you buy.
If you choose to pay for it, monthly pricing plans should be reasonable for what you get. 1. Todoist Available for all iOS devices, Todoist is a download and messaging app that can keep you on top of all your projects – personal and professional. Its best features are free to use, including browser extensions, task creation, and interactive boards that you can
use to organize all your notes. If you want to pay an optional annual fee of $29, you can get even more advanced features such as backups and automatic reminders. Even with the free version, you'll stay far more organized. Download: Todoist2. 1PasswordYou may not realize this, but you'll probably spend a ton of time reminding you of your passwords,
especially if and when you forget one on an app you use regularly.1Password is a Mac app that saves and remembers all your passwords for you in one place, so you can access all your favorite websites with one click. You'll save time while keeping all your accounts. Personal plan is $2.99 a month. Download: 1Password3. BearBear is a unique type of
note-taking app designed to make it easier for Mac users to take notes in progress. Plus, you can create work lists, give yourself reminders, and describe concepts for future brainstorming sessions. It comes with many different inline styles so you can customize your notes to your personal preferences and remember the context in which you wrote them. The
basic version is free, with version of $14.99 per year. Download: Bear4. HazelHazel by noodlesoft is an automated organizational tool designed for Mac to help you automatically organize your files based on any custom rules you want to create. For You can set it to move intact items from one folder to another folder labeled with an action item if they are not
addressed within a week. This can save you hours of organization over several weeks. One license is apartment $32.Download: noodlesoft5. AlfredAlfred is an all-in-one app designed to save you time with Mac shortcuts and handy custom actions. You can use it in different ways. For example, you can access Alfred's memory with the Clipboard so that you
don't copy or paste the same material over and over again, or set up custom workflows to automate some of your most prominent tasks. It's a paid app, with more price points based on the features you want. Download: Alfred6. TextExpanderTextExpander does exactly what the name suggests; allows you to type a short snippet of text and automatically
expand that text. For example, you can create a custom expansion that allows you to conjure up an entire paragraph that you type multiple times by simply typing a unique abbreviation. Once you get used to your custom combinations, you'll spare your fingers from typing thousands of words. The individual account is $3.33 per month. Download:
TextExpander7. Backblaze If you've ever experienced a collision or theft of your Mac, you know how much time system restore can cost you. You'll spend hours replacing files you've lost and losing thousands of files that are irreplaceable. Backblaze is an automated, inexpensive way to back up your entire Mac for just $5 a month. Download: Backblaze8.
The MaestroKeyboard Maestro keyboard is an older app that still has the power to make your life easier. Additionally, you can automate any number of tasks based on a specific trigger (such as a hotkey combination or events like connecting to a wireless network). A single license costs just $36.Download: Keyboard Maestro9. SnagitThere are many apps for
a good screen capture app, whether you're trying to illustrate a technological problem you have or just want to make an interesting meme. Snagit makes it easy, with built-in editing for pictures and videos. One license covers two machines and costs $49.95.Download: TechSmith/Snagit10. BartenderBartender is a cleverly named app that helps you clean and
organize all menu icons. You can also quickly access them using keystroke shortcuts. If you're like most Mac users, those icons quickly roll in and stop working efficiently. It is free to try for 4 weeks, after which you will need a $15 license. Download: Bartender11. OtterOtter is a Mac app for note taker that hates typing. It's an intelligent voice recognition
system and note recognition apps to help you transcribe your conversations, take notes during meetings, and even take contextual notes for yourself in your time. Best of all, it's free to start! Download: Otter12. FluxDo is often tired during the day or feeling unable to sleep after a day of staring at your computer? This could be due to Blue light radiating from
your Mac.Flux naturally adjusts your light-emiting display that matches the time of day so you can sleep better and feel less tired. It's also free! Download: Stream 13. PDFpenAWhere you regularly deal with PDFs, you'll probably want some kind of tool that can help you tag these PDFs however you want. Without a dedicated app like PDFpen, it can be
difficult. PDFpen allows you to edit PDFs in almost any conceivable way, giving you more energy and saving you time. One license is $74.95.Download: Smile Software/PDFpen14. OmniFocusOmniFocus is all about managing tasks. It has a clean interface that allows you to flag tasks, schedule events, and even automate specific features. It's one of the
most generous solutions on the market, so there's a little learning curve to get out of it the most. The standard license is $39.99, while the pro version is $79.99.Download: OmniFocus15. FranzIt is tedious for switching between dozens of different chat programs like Facebook Messenger, Slack and WhatsApp, whenever you want to talk to another contact.
Franz's solution is simple; offer access to all these applications in one handy package. And best of all, it's a completely open source. Download: Franz16. MindNode If you're a type of brainstorming, you need an app like MindNode to help you organize your thoughts effectively. There are dozens of tools you can use to link ideas on a mind map or simply take
notes for a future reference. The basic app is free, and in-app purchases are available. Download: MindNode17. Focus Internet is a wonderful thing, but it can be terribly distracting. And if you're like most of us, you've stopped working on a project because of some attention-attracting site or bad online habits. That's where focus comes in. This app allows you
to block the worst offenders with customized timely restrictions and other limitations, so you can focus on the task at hand. One license is $19.99.Download: Focus18. CleanMyMacChances are, your Mac isn't working as fast as it could, thanks to gigabytes of clutter and unnecessary files on your system. CleanMyMac helps you scan your Mac, monitor its
health and eventually clean it up – so you can handle all your tasks that are extra a little faster. One license is $39.95.Download: CleanMyMac19. A grammatical spelling error or a grammatical error can cost you big time. This could be the source of poorer ratings on big paper, or jeopardize your credibility in the workplace. Fortunately, Grammarly can help
you. This Mac-integrated writing assistant tracks all your live writing and corrections, so you're alerted to your potential errors before they become permanent. The free version exists, but the premium version will cost you between $11 and $30 per month, depending on how you pay. Download: This DoFocus to-do is one of the best productivity apps for your
iPhone. It even has a desktop client that you can easily connect to. Link. The application is built around two things: Pomodoro technique and task management. He achieves these things with incredible balance. All you have to do is create a task and then set a timer within the app itself. There is also great flexibility with pomodoro technique. You can choose
whether to take a 5-minute break, take a longer one, or even skip it. On the task management side, you can also create recurring tasks, reminders, and prioritize tasks as well. Download: Focus on the productivity app's bottom line should help you squeeze more productive hours out of each day, but these aren't the only tools that will have to help you find
success. Make time to learn and experiment with all the life hacks that can make you more productive. By improving your device, as well as your looks and focus, you'll be able to do much more in one day and feel better doing it. More to increase productivity Pictured: Patrick Ward via unsplash.com unsplash.com
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